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CONTRASTING ELEMENTS

	BIOSPHERE RESERVE
	BIOSPHERE ECO-CITY

	A natural region
	A functional region

	Represents one of the world’s natural ecosystems
	Represents one of the world’s urban regions

	Core is one or more protected areas
	Core is a city or group of cities

	Natural ecosystem has significant integrity
	Natural ecosystem has been transformed

	Urban processes may be present in part of the region
	Urban processes are dominant in the region

	Important focus on maintaining and restoring the natural ecosystem
	Important focus on managing and improving the urban system

	Centre of expertise for natural ecosystem processes
	Centre of expertise for urban processes

	Projects are individual to the region
	Projects are based on common themes

	Sustainability is a goal at the regional level
	Sustainability is a goal at the global level


COMMON ELEMENTS

	Work to bring people more into harmony with nature

	Seek to understand human-environmental relationships

	Include a continuum of more natural to more humanized landscapes

	Are organized to coordinate efforts for sustainability throughout the region

	Demonstrate benefits for both people and nature

	Apply MAB principles: cooperation, participation, equality, social and economic transformations based on sustainability

	Integrate UNESCO elements: Education, Science, Culture, Communication

	Share lessons locally, nationally and internationally through a world network

	Work to ensure sustainability of the Biosphere


CONTINUUM OF NATURAL VERSUS HUMANIZED ECOSYSTEMS

	(            Biosphere Reserve               (      Overlap    )                  Biosphere Eco-City         )


Natural System ……………………………………………………………Human System

Jim Birtch

