RESEARCH
HOW CAN BIOSPHERE RESERVES

FACTSHEET:
HELP RURAL COMMUNITIES ADAPT TO CHANGE? 
WHAT IS THIS RESEARCH ABOUT?

The Clayoquot Sound, Riding Mountain and Long Point biosphere reserve regions are the study sites for this research, which examines the intersection of two parts:
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Interviews and focus groups will be held to help understand what it is like to live in your community, the key changes and significant issues people are facing, community strengths that help people respond, and what is needed to make your community vibrant and resilient in the future.  Issues to be examined in Riding Mountain are:  

· Bovine tuberculosis (TB) as a case of how a threat to local livelihoods is being addressed
· Park and surrounding community relationships (i.e., shared municipal services and beaver issues)
· Diversifying the regional economy (i.e., developing tourism outside the Park and multi-functional farms)
· Anything else significant?

In Riding Mountain, people will also be interviewed for a related project by Maureen Reed (University of Saskatchewan) on how the biosphere reserve concept and its implementation has changed in over time.

WHEN WILL THIS TAKE PLACE?  Riding Mountain region main fieldwork: September 26-November 13, 2007.

WHY IS THIS RESEARCH IMPORTANT?  It will
· determine the key factors that allow rural communities to persist in the face of changes beyond local control

· highlight community strengths and conditions that already enable people to face uncertain futures 

· provide a roadmap of what needs to improve to build the capacity to adapt to future changes

· help better understand the potential and constraints of the biosphere reserve 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT: I gratefully acknowledge funding provided by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), Maureen Reed for a SSHRC research assistantship and Riding Mountain National Park of Canada (RMNPC) for logistical and in-kind support.

	I would very much appreciate any feedback you may have.  If you have any comments, suggestions or questions, please contact me. 

Project website:  www.mendis-millard.ca 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Also see: www.biosphere-research.ca 


	Sharmalene Mendis-Millard

Department of Geography

University of Waterloo

200 University Ave

Waterloo, ON  N2L 3G1

Telephone: (519) 998-3742 (cell)

Toll-free messages: 1-888-224-2694

Email:  srmendis@fes.uwaterloo.ca
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON “THE ROLE OF CANADIAN BIOSPHERE RESERVES IN BUILDING ADAPTIVE CAPACITY” 

in the Riding Mountain (MB), Clayoquot Sound (BC) and Long Point (ON) Biosphere Reserve Regions

Student Researcher: Sharmalene Mendis-Millard, PhD Candidate, Department of Geography

Cell: (519) 998-3742; Toll-free (to leave messages): 1-888-224-2694; Email:  srmendis@fes.uwaterloo.ca
WHY FOCUS ON ISSUES?

One way of learning about a community’s capacity is to examine how people have dealt with issues and work together to resolve problems. Examining a few, key issues - what worked well and what did not - can provide guidance on how to make positive, proactive changes to be better able to face uncertain futures.  To help me understand the situation here, I am interested in learning more about what you believe are the key changes and issues that are being experienced by people in your region.  In particular, I would like to hear your perspective on:
· Bovine tuberculosis (TB) as a case of how a threat to local livelihoods is being addressed 

· Park and surrounding community relationships (i.e., shared municipal services and beaver issues)

· Diversifying the regional economy through tourism (i.e., Inglis Grain Elevator, Biosphere Reserve Geocaching event) or other means (i.e., the development of local markets systems and multi-functional farms)

· Anything else significant?
PROVIDING RESEARCH FINDINGS TO THE COMMUNITY

Providing communities with what is learned is very important to me.  I will provide research results with:

· A community report

· Articles in the local newspapers

· Public presentations

· Any other suggestions?

· A copy of the dissertation for the biosphere reserve website

· A report to Riding Mountain National Park re: their role in capacity building

IF YOU PARTICIPATE, WHAT WILL YOU BE ASKED TO DO?
Interviewees will be asked a series of questions for about 1 hour about your community, the biosphere reserve (if you have had any involvement), and about how people adapt to change and address issues.  Refreshments will be provided as a token of appreciation for your time.

Focus group participants will be asked for approximately 2 hours of time to complete two activities:  

· Community mapping:  What key individuals and organizations were/are affected by the issue at hand, what are the connections among them, and what were the key events along the way?

· Envisioning future scenarios:  What you would like your community to be like in 20 years, what is present and/or needed to achieve that vision, and what barriers stand in the way of that vision?  The present and potential role(s) of the biosphere reserve will be discussed.

Refreshments and a small token of appreciation for your time (monetary amount to be confirmed; dependent on funding) will be provided.

WHEN WILL THESE TAKE PLACE?

RIDING MOUNTAIN:  Scoping trip, June 16-28, 2007.  Main trip, Sept. – Nov. 2007.

CLAYOQUOT SOUND: Main fieldwork for approximately one month between Nov. 2007– Jan. 2008. 

LONG POINT: Main fieldwork between March and May, 2008

FOLLOW-UP:  Verify and present results in 2008 and 2009.  Expected date of completion: Fall, 2009
ABOUT THE RESEARCHER
Sharmalene completed research on assessing the community capacity of the Redberry Lake, SK and Clayoquot Sound, BC biosphere reserves in 2004 at the University of Saskatchewan with Maureen Reed (thesis available online:  http://library2.usask.ca/theses/available/etd-1028004-113608/).  As Co-Coordinator of the Canadian Biosphere Research Network (CBRN), she invites anyone interested in biosphere reserve research to check out the website and join the group (see www.biosphere-research.ca). She was raised in Calgary, AB and White Rock, BC and now lives in Waterloo with her husband and cat.




































Research focus








What role(s) does the biosphere reserve play in the region?  





What is the potential?





How do people adapt to change in the region?





In other words, what helps or hinders people’s ability to work together, address issues, resolve conflicts, and respond to change?
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